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Horlicks
Factory, Slough

Client: Berkeley Homes (Oxford &
Chiltern) Limited
Contractor: Berkeley Homes (Oxford &
Chiltern) Limited
Architect: Symmetrys Limited
Location: Slough, Berkshire
Balconies: 30 balcony lifts, 9 types, inset
& projecting

History

The Horlicks Factory, a heritage site located in Slough, Berkshire, is a project that stands out
not only for its historical significance but also for its innovative approach to modern living.
The iconic factory tower and facade, elements of the site that are listed, were thoughtfully
incorporated into the architect’s design, paying homage to the site’s rich history. Berkeley
Homes, recognising the importance of blending this heritage with contemporary design,
engaged Sapphire Balconies early in the development process. The goal was to create a
unique balcony design that was cost-effective across the scheme and leveraged the ben-
efits of offsite manufacturing, both for projecting balconies and the more complex inset
balconies.

(> How Sapphire Made It Simple

The challenge lay in designing balconies that would resonate with the industrial
“architectural language” of the Horlicks Factory while ensuring modern efficiency and
sustainability. Sapphire Balconies rose to the occasion by developing a method for
manufacturing these inset balconies offsite, complete with mechanically fixed brick slip

fascias. This innovative approach was realised at Sapphire’s Winchester factory, allowing for
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the intricate detailing and deep, industrial-style balconies to be produced with high precision
and quality.

The inset balconies, featuring brick slip fascias, were designed to be extra deep, enhancing the
industrial aesthetic of the development. By choosing to manufacture these components offsite,
Sapphire not only ensured a cost-effective solution but also addressed potential complexities
associated with onsite construction. Issues such as thermally breaking the balconies on three
sides and solving drainage complexities were significantly simplified. The offsite manufacturing
process also meant that the facade around the balconies could be completed without the
logistical and technical challenges that concrete balconies might have posed, reducing
susceptibility to long-term issues.

This project exemplifies how heritage and innovation can be intertwined to create something
truly unique.The Horlicks Factory development showcases Sapphire Balconies’ability to navigate
the intricacies of working with heritage sites, delivering modern solutions that respect historical
significance while pushing the boundaries of balcony design and construction. Through their
innovative approach to offsite manufacturing, Sapphire ensured that the balconies were not
only a nod to the site’s industrial past but also a testament to the future of architectural design.

s || ]I|I||:|I||I| ||||

E87 : Case Studies /Horlicks Factory, Slough Sapphire Balconies - Balcony Design Guide




NBS Specification
Horlicks Factory, Slough

Sapphire Balconies Ltd 11 Arkwright, Road Reading, RG2 OLU
0344 8800553

Manufacturer .

support@balconies.global
www.balconies.global
Glide-On™ aluminium Cassette® balconies with vertical bar balustrades, inset,

Reference L L
and projecting variations

Balcony anchor  Cast-in anchors incorporating thermal breaks
Arms  2-piece galvanised steel

Casette® structure

Bespoke modular Glide-On™ Cassette® balconies, both inset and projecting
variations. Brick-slip fascia on inset balconies

Soffits  Polyester powder-coated aluminium-controlled draining soffits
Deck finish ~ MyDek Class A composite decking fixed with hidden clips
Toprail  Sloped satin anodised aluminium capping to the top of vertical bar balustrades
Guarding 40 x 12 mm vertical bar balustrades
Base fixing  Mechanically fixed to Cassette®
Fascias Behind-balustrade fascia, manufactured to conceal detail behind vertical bar

balustrades
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Sapphire reserves the right to alter specifications and designs without prior notice. Most
designs are owned / registered by Sapphire most of which are protected by registered
designs, trademarks and patents. All details are given as guidance only and may vary
according to project application.

© All rights reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form
(including photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic means and whether or
not transiently, or incidentally to some other use of this publication) wit1the written
permission of the copyright owner. Application for the copyright owner’s permission to
reproduce any part of this publication should be addressed to Sapphire.

All information has been carefully collated and efforts were made to ensure accuracy at
the time of publication. Sapphire takes no responsibility for inaccuracies after the date of
publication. MD080424SJE
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