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Rob Cullen, Project Director at Scott Brownrigg

We had a massive amount of people 
communicating very regularly and with 
Sapphire joining the party, they were a 
very welcome addition to the team.

Sapphire were very helpful in addressing 
the fire-stopping, which had been 
another significant challenge at the time.

Credit to Sapphire for achieving the 
aesthetic, interfacing with the rest of the 
project and being an absolute pleasure to 
work with.
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Chelsea
Creek

Challenge
The façade design of the Chelsea Creek project had 183 balconies of 43 different types. The 
façade of the building had different exteriors using brick, metal and GRC panels. We had to 
carefully ensure that the balconies were designed and installed based on the varied façade 
conditions. 

The new glass-fibre reinforced concrete (GRC) fascia supplied to the balconies had wide toler-
ance, and it was crucial to design fixings to fix the precision-made balconies.
Previous phases of the Chelsea Creek project included spaced-out structural posts with thin-
ner, intermediate infill bars which transfer loads differently from traditional vertical bars. As this 
phase did not feature the same type of bars, the project had to be designed from scratch.

Further complexity arose when the project had different types of window systems on blocks G 
& H. 

Chelsea Creek, a Berkeley Homes project, offers European-style living in Central London. It pro-
vides a refreshingly unique urban lifestyle with tree-lined avenues and meandering waterways. 
Chelsea Creek is an incredibly fashionable waterside development with a perfect combination 
of style and tranquillity. Sapphire Balconies were commissioned to design and manufacture 183 
balconies for this unique project. 

Berkeley Homes

Berkeley Homes

Scott Brownrigg

London

183 balcony lifts,

43 types

Client:
Contractor: 

Architect:
Location: 

Balconies:
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Solution

The team at Sapphire Balconies designed innovative stainless-steel brackets to fix wide 
tolerance in the new GRC fascia, which had movement tolerance in all directions. 

Due to the different style of structural posts included in this phase of the Chelsea Creek 
project, a new post & rail system was included, comprising a package of prefinished extruded 
aluminium profiles, easily assembled to provide a robust and attractive balustrade on the 
project. The post and rail system provides a mechanism to re-introduce glass and vertical 
bars to balcony designs, whilst also allowing the incorporation of alternative infill materials.
 
Chelsea Creek used the vertical bar infill post and rail system with a 16 x 16mm profile. This 
profile fits snuggly into a different base rail from the panel type, and the gaps between the 
bars can be filled with a VB Infill snap-in extrusion. 

For more information on the Post & Rail system, visit our website.

To manage the balconies adjacent to the doors, our team designed a special door bar detail 
covering the gap from the decking. 

https://balconies.global/our-product/balustrading/post-system-balustrades/
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Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Cast-in anchors were cast into the slab & incorporated thermal break connections 
offering superior rigidity to the balconies. 

Glide-On Cassette® balconies were preassembled offsite, including the balustrades, decking & 
soffits. 

Glide-On Cassette® balconies were transported with balconies ‘nested’ onto each pallet, 
making transport both cost-effective & safe. Balconies were pre-slung offsite and ready 
for installation upon arrival.

Once lifted into position, the Cassettes® simply Glide-On™ to the pre-erected support 
arms before completing the simple mechanical fixings. 
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NBS Specification
Chelsea Creek

Manufacturer:

Reference:

Balcony anchor:

Arms:

Casette® structure:

Soffits:

Deck finish:

Toprail:

Guarding:

Base fixing:

Fascias:

Sapphire Balconies Ltd 11 Arkwright, Road Reading, RG2 0LU
0844 88 00 553
sales@sapphire.eu.com
https://balconies.global

Glide-On™ aluminium Cassette® balconies with new post and rail system

Cast-in anchors incorporating thermal breaks

2-piece galvanised steel

Standard 400mm modular Glide-On™ Cassette® balconies

Polyester powder-coated aluminium controlled draining soffits

MyDek Vista Aluminium decking fixed with hidden clips

Flat top extruded handrail

50mm posts with 16mm2 vertical bar infill

Mechanically fixed to Cassette®

GRC profiled fascia





Sapphire reserves the right to alter specifications and designs without prior notice. Most
designs are owned / registered by Sapphire most of which are protected by registered
designs, trademarks and patents. All details are given as guidance only and may vary
according to project application.

© All rights reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form
(including photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic means and whether or
not transiently, or incidentally to some other use of this publication) wit1the written
permission of the copyright owner. Application for the copyright owner’s permission to
reproduce any part of this publication should be addressed to Sapphire.

All facts have been carefully collated and were accurate when researched; these may
become out of date. Sapphire takes no responsibility for this. MD280223SE
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