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Client: Willmott Dixon Construction

Contractor: Willmott Dixon Construction
Architect: Pitman Tozer Architects Limited
Location: Barking, Essex

Balconies: 108 balcony lifts

History

Gascoigne East Phase 3a stands as an emblematic development within the broader regen-
eration of the Gascoigne neighbourhood, blending modern living with distinctive design
elements. Spearheaded by Pitman Tozer Architects and constructed by Willmott Dixon, this
project aimed to infuse the residential area with a unique mosaic-like aesthetic identity.
Central to achieving this vision was the creation of balconies that would not only endure
aesthetically and physically over time but also encapsulate the development’s creative
design intent cost-effectively. The architectural ambition was to incorporate a mosaic-like
pattern into the balconies, ensuring they would contribute significantly to the identity of
the building facade.

(> How Sapphire Made It Simple

From the outset, Sapphire Balconies was deeply involved with the architects, starting with
their vision to capture a unique creative identity through the design of the balconies.
Sapphire recommended a process that used metal components mechanically fixed for
safety, steering clear of less durable materials like adhesives or grout. This collaboration led
to the innovation of the ‘Identite’ range of balcony balustrades, leveraging a sublimation

process on aluminium sheets, embossed and coated to create the desired mosaic effect.
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This not only aligned with the architects’ vision but also introduced a cost-effective and safe
approach to achieving the unique aesthetic. The ‘Ildentité’ range, a result of extensive R&D and
testing by Sapphire, enabled architects to manifest their unique design intents with maximum
safety. Helen from Pitman Tozer, upon witnessing the balconies post-installation, remarked on
their impressive appearance and the successful realisation of the detailing around the solid
panel, a testament to the effective collaboration and innovative solutions provided by Sapphire.
This project highlights Sapphire’s ability to navigate complex design challenges and simplify
the balcony installation process, ensuring the architectural vision for Gascoigne East Phase 3a

was brought to fruition with creativity, safety, and efficiency at the forefront.
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NBS Specification
Gascoigne East Phase 3 (Block J)

Manufacturer

Reference

Balcony anchor
Arms
Casette® structure

Soffits

Deck finish

Toprail

Guarding

Base fixing

Fascias

Sapphire Balconies Ltd 11 Arkwright, Road Reading, RG2 OLU

0844 88 00 553

support@balconies.global

www.balconies.global

Glide-On™ aluminium Cassette® balconies with Identité balustrading

Cast-in M30 & M16 anchors incorporating thermal breaks

2-piece galvanised steel

Standard 400mm modular Glide-On™ Cassette® balconies

Polyester powder-coated aluminium-controlled draining soffits

Vista® A2 aluminium decking fixed with hidden clips

60 x 35mm sloped polyester powder-coated aluminium capping to the top of

vertical bar balustrades

40 x 12 mm flat infill vertical bar balustrades, covered by 3mm “Identité” fix flat

panel system

Mechanically fixed to Cassette®

Polyester powder-coated aluminium fascia trim to conceal edge of balcony

frame
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Sapphire reserves the right to alter specifications and designs without prior notice. Most
designs are owned / registered by Sapphire most of which are protected by registered
designs, trademarks and patents. All details are given as guidance only and may vary
according to project application.

© All rights reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form
(including photocopying or storing it in any medium by electronic means and whether or
not transiently, or incidentally to some other use of this publication) wit1the written
permission of the copyright owner. Application for the copyright owner’s permission to
reproduce any part of this publication should be addressed to Sapphire.

All information has been carefully collated and efforts were made to ensure accuracy at
the time of publication. Sapphire takes no responsibility for inaccuracies after the date of
publication. MD230424SJE

o
A



